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Student Support and Special Services

Dr. Rosemarie Allen, Associate Superintendent

Update Report: Hurricane Katrina Relief Efforts

Services To Students

As of October 10, 2005, 2359 Hurricane Katrina displaced students have enrolled in the district. The effects of the hurricane trauma can have serious impact on students’ ability to succeed in school. How students process Hurricane Katrina depends on their age and their level of development. At a minimum, students must adjust to a new learning environment and a new home environment. Common reactions of the children exposed to the hurricane include:

· Feelings of insecurity, anxiety, fear, anger, sadness, and worries about the future

· Disruptive behaviors, irritability, and hyperactivity

· Clinging, dependent behaviors to parents and family members

· Somatic symptoms such as stomachaches, headaches, nightmares, and sleep problems

· Social withdrawal

In response to the Hurricane Katrina crisis, Student Support and Special Services immediately re-deployed staff to the Reunion Arena and Convention Center shelters to meet with families and to complete student intakes so plans for enrolling children in school could be made. District Health Services staff screened children for health risks and health needs. Staff further assisted students with their bus transportation to the schools and assisted with enrollment of students at the campuses. 

Following the first response effort, a systematic plan was developed to support students and their families with the educational and emotional challenges they were facing following the hurricane and their subsequent displacement to Dallas. This systematic plan included the following elements:

1. Physical health surveillance by school nurses of all hurricane displaced students in collaboration with the Dallas County Health Department and Centers for Disease Control

2. Clinical screening interviews of all Hurricane Katrina displaced students by school counselors, school psychologists, and district social workers

3. Student interview data review and decision tree options to assign students to a support group, behavior group, or therapy group, as needed

4. Collaborative training for our Counseling Services, Psychological Services, and Youth and Family Centers staff on conducting the student support groups

5. Comprehensive mental health care for identified students and their families

At present, district staff are conducting support groups for students at more than 50 campuses. In the near future, our staff in partnership with staff from the Salesmanship Club Youth and Family Centers will offer support groups for parents affected by the hurricane. 

For some students, the post-traumatic stress symptoms as a result of the hurricane may be acute, chronic, or may have a delayed onset; therefore, our staff will continue to monitor these students’ overall well being. Student Support and Special Services staff continue to work collaboratively to provide ongoing counseling and care for students and their families. Data regarding all aspects of this effort are being compiled and will be available in the future.
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