Central Massachusetts Communities of Care 
Abstract

Central Massachusetts of Care (CMCC) is a collaboration of youth with Serious Emotional Disturbance (SED) and their families; community and state child serving agencies; and the MA Executive Office of Health and Human Services, under the leadership of the U Mass Medical School, to promote system transformation in Central MA aimed at the diversion of youth with SED in the region from unnecessary involvement in the juvenile justice system.

CMCC will promote coordinated, family-driven, youth-guided care that is individualized, community-based, culturally competent and data driven, based on Child and Adolescent Service System values and principles, as expanded and enhanced by the President’s New Freedom Commission.  
CMCC will support: 
· Expansion and collaboration of family organizations in the Central MA region; 
· Introduction of evidence-based and data-driven practices designed to improve family communication,
· Treat co-occurring substance use disorders, and 
· Promote positive behavioral interventions and supports within schools; 
· Establishment of Family Centers in the North and South areas of the region that will serve as sites for family-professional collaboration in training, screening for enrollment into the CMCC project, care planning through the creation of child and family teams and individualized service plans, supported in part by availability of flexible funding; 
· Establishment of local, regional and state oversight committees; and 
· Extensive focus on outcome data and MIS development in order to promote quality improvement in the CMCC project and to help guide the State’s efforts at identifying the interventions that most effectively and efficiently provide maximum benefit in the treatment of  youth with complex needs.   
· CMCC will especially look to promote decreased rates of involvement of youth with SED in the juvenile justice system both at the detention and bail levels by diverting youth from those service systems through the provision of community-based alternatives.

