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Georgetown University 
 
Syrian Refugee Children: Assessing and Addressing Developmental and Mental Health Issues will  synthesize 
information on the developmental and mental health concerns of young children (0-5) impacted by the Syrian 
conflict, identify gaps and set the stage for future work in this area. 

 
The war in Syria has had a devastating impact on children, including over two million Syrian refugee children living 
neighboring countries—almost a third of whom are under the age of five. Children living in regions experiencing 
armed conflicts or living as refugees experience what is known as “toxic stress” or chronic trauma. 

 
As the world continues to debate how best to respond to the global refugee crisis, it is critical to include efforts 
that address the mental health and developmental needs of children and their families. Left unaddressed, mental 
health and developmental concerns create an increased likelihood of impaired educational performance and 
ongoing health and mental health conditions later in life.  Although there are some initiatives providing 
psychosocial support to Syrian refugee children, there is little evidence to indicate that children with disabilities 
are being identified or served.  
 

Agenda 
Healy Family Center 

 
9:00  Welcome         Phyllis Magrab, PhD 
9:10  Introductions        Neal M. Horen, PhD 
 
9:15  Overview of the Syrian Refugee Crisis     Rochelle Davis, PhD  
9:30  The Development of Syrian Refugee Children  

• The Impact of Six Years of War     Mohammad Sahloul, MD 
• Toxic Stress and Syrian’s Children     Alexandra Chen, MA 

 
10-10.15 Questions  
10.15-10.30 Coffee Break  
 
10.30 Refugee children and host countries: Availability and access to services 

• Refugee Children in Lebanon      Maliha El Sadr, PhD 
• Refugee Children in Jordan     Huda Muasher, MA 

 
11:00 Evidence Based and Innovative Programming 

• Pyramid Model of Support to Children and Families  Rob Corso, PhD 
• Services in Natural Environment     Rachel Brady, MS, DPT 

 
11.30  Discussion       Neal Horen, PhD/Toby Long, PhD 
12.00 Closing Remarks       Charles DeSantis 
 


